Looking for Way Forward with Autism:
Educational Partnerships & Research



Overview

» Recent Findings
» Importance of Collaboration

» AUTISM Research in AFRICA (Nigeria)

» Way Forward to Becoming Active Players



Autism Research Over the Decades
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Source: Autism Reading Room: GrRoss Senter, Karthik Kumar, and Sharmila Banerjee-Basu, Ph.D.
http://readingroom.mindspec.org/?page id=572
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Recent Findings: 2015-2017
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The “90-10" divide—although 90% of the world's children and adolescents
live in low- and middle-income countries, only 10% of research is
performed there [Kieling et al., ].

One of our Greatest Knowledge Gaps is about Autism in Developing
Countries

“Children and adolescents in Africa are under-treated and under-
researched. The treatment gap for child and adolescent mental health and
heurodevelopmental disorders is estimated to be 90% and very little
research is performed in Africa. A lack of awareness and
knowledge...exists in all levels of African Society...yet the need is great.

The UN predicts that by 20150, 40% of the worlds children and adolescents
will live in Africa. ”

Geraldine Dawson, President, International Society for Autism Research New, April 13, 2017
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ASD publications in Sub-Saharan Africa
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ASD Themes In Need of Exploration
in Sub-Saharan Africa



AdD Themes In Need of Exploration In
Sub-Saharan Africa

Screening Diagnosis

Therapies



ASD Themes In Need of Exploration
in Sub-Saharan Africa

Phenotype

Genetics



ASD Themes In Need of Exploration

in Sub-Saharan Africa
Genetics

Risk Factors



ASD Themes In Need of Exploration

in Sub-Saharan Africa
Training & Development

Other Themes
>

V.V Y



Why is there a wide gap between age of onset of
symptoms and diagnosis of ASD?

Is there any plan for a large scale epidemiological
study on ASD o determine difference in prevalence
of ASD between rural and urban areas?

Why is a diagnosis of ASD rarely made exclusive of
intellectual disability in Africa?

Other areas include (1) older age at diagnosis; (2)
increased proportion of non-verbal cases; (3)
possible infectious aetiologies; (4) lack of
recognition by health care workers; and (5)
attributing ASD to traditional (spiritual) causes.



Africa’s Possible Contribution....
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Moving Forward...
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> 'DESRIA - www.codesria.org

>".. "'" rtner with grant awardees

__‘"Au’rism international foundation

" International Society for Autism research
Global Development Network

NATIONAL ENGAGEMENT SCHOLARSHIP
CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 26-27

International Community Engagement Awards
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