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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Attendees will learn what are visual supports
• Attendees will learn the benefits of utilizing visual supports
• Attendees will learn the types of visual representation, visual supports and their 

purpose
• Attendees will learn to identify who could benefit from visual supports
• Attendees will learn how to begin decision making when implementing visual supports



WHAT ARE VISUAL SUPPORTS?

§ Pictures or visuals to communicate with individuals or a group of individuals who 
have difficulty using or understanding language

§ Can be in the form of photos, drawings, words or objects





§ Brings structure to routines and predictability 

§ Sustains individuals attention

§ Universal language

§ Makes abstract concepts more concrete

§ Can assist with communication

§ Provides structure to unstructured time

§ Creates independence

§ Creates orderliness in the environment



§ Static
Print or object based supports

§ Real Objects- Convey message of which activity will occur next
§ Photographs- Digital photos, clip art or internet pictures
§ Line Drawings- Computer programming or free hand drawings
§ Words

§ Dynamic
Multimedia sources paired with visuals (I.e. songs)

§ Interactive visual supports
Multimedia sources that requires involvement



§ Visual Schedules

§ Visual Scripts

§ Visuals to structure the environment

§ Rule reminder cards

§ Visual task analysis

§ Social Stories



§ Informs the individual or group what is going to occur 
throughout their day or within a task

§ Used to cue the individual or group what they need to do 
first before moving on to the next task or activity



§ Written scenarios that individuals use to initiate 
conversations that inform them of how to respond in social 
situations



§ Assists individuals with functioning more independently 
in their natural environment 



§ Visually present for behaviors

§ One symbol or several symbols



§ Visual step by step instructions used to facilitate 
independence in completing task.



• Stories written in accordance to specific guidelines 
that describe a situation with relevant cues and 
common responses







GETTING STARTED AND IMPORTANT 
CONSIDERATIONS

§ Identify Purpose

§ Identify Type

§ Assess Type of visual representation

§ Create the visual support

§ Teach individual how to use the 
visual supports

§ Assess and adjust the visual supports



§ What is your goal?

§ What is your target behavior for the 
individual?



§ What type of visual support is most appropriate for the target behavior?



§ What are the group and individual needs and 
interest? 



§ What are the group or individual needs for durability and portability? 



TEACH THE INDIVIDUAL HOW TO USE THE 
VISUAL SUPPORT
§ Have you provided the individual 

with opportunities to practice? 

§ Have you conducted direct teaching?

§ Are you providing assistance and 
support?

§ Does the individual understand 
before you discontinue assistance?



§ Have you collected data and evaluated changes in the behavior? 

§ Is your visual support effective?

§ Have you made modifications or adjustments?

§ Were your changes based off of the individuals needs and development?

§ Is the individual aware of the changes made or apart of the decision?

§ Have you taught the individual to use their visual supports in other settings?









Autism Speaks
• https://www.autismspeaks.org/
• https://www.autismspeaks.org/docs/sciencedocs/atn/visual_supports.pdf

Center on social and emotional foundations for early learning
§ http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/index.html

Visual Aids for learning
• http://www.visualaidsforlearning.com/

Picture Exchange Communication System
• http://www.pecsusa.com/

How to write a social story
• https://vkc.mc.vanderbilt.edu/assets/files/tipsheets/socialstoriestips.pdf

Printable social stories
• http://www.pbisworld.com/tier-2/social-stories/
• http://www.oneplaceforspecialneeds.com/main/library_social_stories.html

Pinterest (Visual resources)
§ https://www.pinterest.com/lethaeanderson/my-boards/

Data Sheets
• http://www.sped.sbcsc.k12.in.us/IEPForms.html#datasheets
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